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A life explored, a story bottled
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Welcome to Bordeaux

Welcome to Bordeaux and to the opening 

chapter of your personal winemaking story. 

VINIV provides rare access to the inner circle 

of the Bordeaux winemaker, enabling wine 

enthusiasts to make a bespoke barrel of 

Bordeaux under the expert tutelage of the team 

at Château Lynch-Bages. 

With the guidance of renowned winemakers and 

access to some of the region’s best vineyards, 

you’ll embark on an inspirational journey that will 

enhance your knowledge and appreciation of the 

process, culminating in the creation of a custom-

made wine that will be yours to share with family 

and friends at every celebration.

Moreover, you’ll make memories that will endure 

long after you’ve drained the last drops from your 

private collection.

We look forward to accompanying you on your 

winemaking adventure.

J E A N - C H A R L E S  CA Z E S  –  C E O ,  C H ÂT E AU  LY N C H - BAG E S 

S T E P H E N  B O L G E R  –  F O U N D E R ,  V I N I V



4 .

An epicurious  
adventurer on a meaningful 

and enriching journey
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Your story, bottled

VINIV has been welcoming aspiring winemakers 

to Bordeaux since 2009. 

Some are dedicated oenophiles looking to 

extend their understanding of the winemaking 

process, others are enthusiastic amateurs; all are 

united by a passion for wine and the desire to 

pursue an extraordinary ambition.

With VINIV, you’ll set out on a one-of-a-kind 

adventure: to become a Bordeaux winemaker.  

You’ll forge a deep connection with the region 

and with the winemaking community as you 

embrace the challenge to create a wine that tells 

your unique story.

You’ll work side by side with winemakers who 

draw on their long-standing expertise to help 

you understand the characteristics that make 

a great wine. Our team is led by is Daniel Llose, 

the veteran technical director at Château 

Lynch-Bages, Nicolas Labenne, head winemaker 

at Château Lynch-Bages and Château Ormes 

de Pez, and Eric Boissenot, consultant to four of 

the five 1855 First-Growth wines. 

Your wine will be authentically yours, blended 

to your own specification and bearing tailored 

branding that you’ve personally helped to create 

through our guided design process. It’s the 

ultimate expression of individuality; the glorious 

finale to your winemaking experience.
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“I’ve travelled widely and enjoyed many unusual 

experiences but VINIV has given me the rarest of 

opportunities – to create something uniquely personal 

It’s something I’ll never forget.”
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Your adventure

VINIV inducts members into a centuries-old 

winemaking tradition that’s usually the sole 

preserve of those with an impeccable Bordeaux 

pedigree – or those with millions to invest in 

its vineyards.

We enable a select few to learn the art of 

Bordeaux winemaking, to collaborate with 

connoisseurs in an immersive experience that will 

result in the genesis of a wine that’s as unique as 

its creator.

The winemaking process in Bordeaux is 

strictly governed by a system of appellations 

that recognise and celebrate the remarkable 

diversity within the region - from soil types 

and microclimate to harvest and fermentation 

methodologies. Most Bordeaux wines are blends 

of different grape varietals - Merlot, Cabernet 

Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc - although 

châteaux owners are restricted to using grapes 

solely from their own estate.

VINIV offers members the best of both worlds: 

a thorough grounding in traditional Bordeaux 

winemaking with the freedom to blend across 

appellations and to select the finest varietals 

from their optimal locations, whether they’re 

situated on the region’s Left or Right Banks. It’s 

an approach that finds favour among those 

who revel in the chance to defy convention, to 

challenge taboos and to explore unchartered 

territory in the pursuit of excellence. 

As part of VINIV, you enjoy entrée to some of the 

finest vineyards, expert guidance from leading 

consultants and the opportunity to live the 

authentic experience as a Bordeaux winemaker.
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“Making wine with VINIV gave me the opportunity 

to become part of Bordeaux’s winemaking fraternity, 

living the experience among people whose families 

have been doing this for generations. There’s really 

nothing else quite like this.”
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Your inspiration

Think you don’t have the skills, aptitude or formal 

education to be a winemaker? Think again.

Whatever your start point, VINIV will expand your 

knowledge base and enhance your appreciation 

of this age-old process as you begin your own 

winemaking story. At the end, your reward will 

be the production of your very own barrel (288 

personalised bottles) of premium Bordeaux - but 

it’s your voyage of discovery from aficionado to 

winemaker that may turn out to be the real prize.

As a collective experience, winemaking is hard to 

match. You’ll become part of a team of experts 

here in Bordeaux, pooling talents, insights and 

skills to create the best wine possible. You can 

also choose to share your enterprise with family 

members, friends or colleagues. 

How about celebrating a future milestone – a 

wedding, birthday, anniversary or career move 

– with a wine created in honour of your special 

achievement? Some choose to gift their VINIV 

bottles, others auction them for charitable 

events, while a handful even market and sell their 

premium wines. It’s your wine to enjoy your way.
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“We decided to mark our silver wedding anniversary with a 

barrel of our very own Bordeaux. Our first glass was a magical 

experience and the symbol of our shared adventure.”
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Your Bordeaux

In Bordeaux, great wine comes from a distinctive 

terroir. At VINIV, you’ll enjoy making wine using 

grapes from the finest old-vine vineyards in 

Bordeaux. You’ll be encouraged to select the best 

varietals from across appellations to create your 

perfect blend.

Some of our vineyards belong to classified 

growths: Château Lynch-Bages in Pauillac, 

Château Clinet in Pomerol and Château Dauzac 

in Margaux are perfect examples. Other parcels 

belong to passionate small-scale growers 

whose properties adjoin classified properties in  

Margaux, Saint-Estèphe, Pauillac and Saint-

Émilion. We also use vineyards with extraordinary 

potential in emerging appellations such as 

Graves and Canon-Fronsac.

We carefully choose our partnerships to ensure 

that the grapes available to our winemakers offer 

contrasting characteristics, giving you countless 

options for personalising your wine. You’ll also 

get the chance to meet local growers who are 

happy to share their knowledge, often gained 

from generations of winemaking, to help you 

select the grapes that will become part of your 

own vintage.

Naturally, you’ll be guided by our team of experts 

who will collaborate with you at every stage 

to ensure you’re on the right track to creating 

a sensational wine. We give you the pieces 

of a jigsaw. It’s up to you to create your own 

unique picture.



20 .

“It’s hard to believe the wine I created is unlike any other in the 

world – and that I crafted it from my own choice of vineyards 

and varietals. I think about it every time we open a bottle.”
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Your community

Become a winemaker with VINIV and you’ll open 

the door to a new kind of community.

VINIV is located at historic Château Lynch-Bages 

in the heart of the Pauillac appellation – home to 

three of Bordeaux’s five First-Classified growths. 

Although the VINIV winery lies at the centre of 

your Bordeaux adventure, the wider region will be 

yours to explore. 

The winery will quickly become a familiar and 

much-loved retreat; a place where you can relax 

and meet fellow winemakers over dinners and 

tastings, where you can entertain your family and 

friends. Châteaux and vineyard visits, harvest 

activities and other special events will introduce 

you to Bordeaux society and to the history and 

innovations that make the area so special.

As a Bordeaux insider, you’ll enjoy unparalleled 

access to the region’s most prestigious vineyards 

and celebrated winemakers. You’ll connect 

with a diverse selection of people who may 

hail from different professions and from all four 

corners of the world but all of whom share your 

love of wine and a commitment to acquiring a 

fresh perspective.

You’ll receive invitations to tastings and dining 

events, as well as to occasions hosted by 

Château Lynch-Bages. In addition to Bordeaux, 

VINIV hosts private blending sessions in 

London and Hong Kong and organises final 

‘assemblage’ events in other prestigious 

wine-producing regions.
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“Becoming a member of VINIV feels like 

gaining entry into one of the most diverse 

and enjoyable networks in the world.”
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From vine to bottle

Create your own barrel of top-quality Bordeaux, 

personalised to reflect your character.

Together, we’ll develop an individual wine plan 

that will plot your course from choosing your 

vineyards to taking delivery of your shipment.

You can visit the winery at any stage – to select 

your vineyards and varietals, adjust your blend 

and to see the winemaking process in action. If 

you find you can’t make it to VINIV as regularly 

as you’d like, our winemakers will work with you 

virtually, making recommendations and shipping 

blend samples for your approval.

The VINIV winemaking experience can last 

anywhere from six to 24 months, depending on 

how early you enter a vintage cycle. As the wine 

from each vineyard is aged individually and 

blended just before it goes to bottle, you’ll have 

the opportunity to craft your own custom blend 

from the currently ageing vintage up to three 

months before bottling. If your special occasion 

simply won’t wait, VINIV can also offer a selection 

of unique bottled blends from earlier vintages for 

private labelling.
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Your Brand

If the wine you make will tell your tale, the label you 

design will be its front cover. You’ll collaborate closely 

with our design team to create branding for your wine 

that is a vivid testament to your experiences to date – 

and those yet to come. Imagine the pleasure you’ll get 

from treating guests to a glass of wine that’s entirely 

the product of your endeavours, from your choice of 

grapes to your customised label. Your wine, your story.
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“One of the most rewarding experiences was helping to create 

our very own branding – we love the fact that the name and 

label design tells our unique story, for all to see.”
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Your Experts

With the VINIV team on the case, you’re in safe hands.

You can’t acquire a lifetime of winemaking expertise in a year or two 

but, thanks to VINIV, you don’t have to. Members of our talented team 

are always on hand to advise, support and guide you in your quest to 

produce a premium Bordeaux.
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Stephen Bolger
F O U N D E R  A N D  C E O ,  V I N I V

After a successful international career in 

industrial minerals and technology, Stephen 

followed a long-held dream and established 

VINIV in 2009. A passionate wine enthusiast, he 

introduced VINIV’s unique business model in one 

of wine’s most renowned bastions of tradition – 

Bordeaux. Stephen is a Franco-American and 

holds an MBA from the University of Chicago. 

In 2013, he was named ‘Man of the Year’ in the 

Innovation category by France’s leading wine 

publication, ‘La Revue du Vins de France’.

Jean-Charles Cazes
C H ÂT E AU  LY N C H - BAG E S  C E O  A N D  V I N I V  C O - OW N E R

Jean-Charles manages all the family vineyards. 

In 2006, he took over from his father Jean-Michel 

Cazes and was instrumental in the acquisitions 

of Domaine des Sénéchaux at Châteauneuf-du-

Pape and Château Haut-Batailley in Pauillac. On 

a permanent quest for quality and excellence, 

he invested in VINIV in 2012, viewing it as a 

natural link between the family’s wine and luxury 

hospitality activities. 
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Daniel Llose
C H ÂT E AU  LY N C H - BAG E S  W I N E M A K E R

Daniel is technical director for Cazes family 

estates. He was responsible for the modernisation 

of Château Lynch-Bages in Pauillac and Château 

Ormes de Pez in Saint-Estèphe in the 1970s and 

80s, resulting in their resurgent reputation. Daniel 

is also technical advisor for the estates of AXA 

Millésimes: Château Pichon Longueville Baron 

in Pauillac, Château Petit-Village in Pomerol and 

Château Suduiraut in Sauternes.

Eric Boissenot
C O N S U LT I N G  O E N O L O G I S T

Recently named ‘world’s most influential wine 

consultant’ by Drinks Business, Eric is widely 

considered to be the oenologist-of-choice in the 

Medoc. His client base includes Lafite, Margaux, 

Latour, Palmer, Pichon Comtesse, Pichon Baron, 

Ducru-Beaucaillou, Leoville Barton and Leoville 

Las Cases. Eric advises VINIV on all aspects 

of viticulture and winemaking and guides 

members on their final blending at specific times 

of the year.
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Nicolas Labenne
C H ÂT E AU  LY N C H - BAG E S  W I N E M A K E R

Nicolas is the head winemaker for Château 

Lynch-Bages in Pauillac and Château Ormes 

de Pez in Saint-Estèphe. He began his career at 

Château Lafite-Rothschild and was technical 

director at Château Calon-Segur in Saint-Estèphe 

for twelve years before joining the Cazes family 

estates in 2006.



40 . 4 1 .

 Your investment

The VINIV experience includes everything you 

need to create 288 bottles of bespoke wine that 

will be yours to enjoy, your way. It’s an experience 

of a lifetime – and one that extends far beyond 

the production of personalised bottles for your 

private cellar. It’s an adventure to savour and 

re-live for years to come.

Our prices vary according to the vineyards you 

choose and the proportions selected in your 

final blend. 

The typical investment ranges from €15,000 to 

€20,000 (€52 - €70 per bottle) including shipment 

to your destination. This is not inclusive of any 

country-specific VAT, excise or import duties.

For clients shipping to the United States, prices 

range from $19,000 to $27,000 ($66 - $94 per 

bottle) including US import duties and shipment 

to your destination. This is not inclusive of any 

state tax. 

VINIV is experienced in shipping to destinations 

throughout Europe, North and South 

America and Asia; our team can advise on 

specific requirements.
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Think it takes a lifetime  
to become a winemaker?

Think again.
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INFO@VIN IVBORDEAUX .COM


